Alexander, who in turn welcomed everyone to the city and to the meeting. Th e participants in attendance were particularly pleased that the president of the university seemed to have a real grasp of the value and importance of geography as an academic discipline. Th ese warm welcomes were complemented by a talk on the "state of the AAG" by Executive Director Doug Richardson and by a fi nal welcome from the president of the APCG, Kate Berry. More importantly, the speeches and welcomes gave way to a set of lively discussions at the reception that followed this opening event.
Th ursday saw participants fan out across the region on a number of exciting tours: the Port of Long Beach, led by Norm Carter of CSULB; the Ethnic Neighborhoods of Los Angeles and Orange counties, led by Dean Toji and Rigoberto Rodriguez of CSULB; and Los Angeles Against the Mountains, led by Terrence Young of Cal Poly, Pomona. Th ese three trips served more than 80 meeting participants, all of whom spoke highly of the events. Th e event buses returned in time for fi eld trip participants to join over one hundred of their colleagues at a Cambodian Dinner hosted at a local restaurant in Long Beach. Th e City of Long Beach is home to one of the largest concentrations of Cambodians outside of Cambodia proper, and colleagues were able to enjoy a wide array of foods, including barbecue beef sticks, Cambodian-style fried rice and chicken, papaya salad, and salt-andpepper shrimp.
Th e paper sessions began bright and early Friday, with the fi rst session kicking off at 8:00 in the morning. Th e two morning sessions were followed by a number of lunch meetings, including the Chair's Lunch on Friday and the Women's Network Lunch on Saturday. In total, there were 39 paper and panel sessions as well as one poster session, the latter of which was held in conjunction with the President's Reception on Friday evening. In addition to the 105 paper presentations, 52 panelists also spoke on a variety of topics, and 20 posters were presented on Friday evening. Th e conference attracted a wide variety of important topics. On Friday, there were sessions on climate change, and panels and paper sessions on geographic education and pedagogy, human-environment interactions, mobility, and urban change. Special organized sessions also included a panel that revisited Jan Monk and Susan Hanson's "On Not Excluding Half the Human in Human Geography, " 25 years aft er the publication of this important paper. Glen MacDonald of UCLA gave a "keynote" of sorts in a session on past and present climate change. Friday's sessions ended with a very well-attended Presidential Plenary, where the topic focused on "Mainstreaming Indigenous Geography. "
Saturday's sessions also demonstrated the variegated practices of geography, with sessions ranging from housing politics to physical geography fi eldwork to fi lm and media geographies. In other paper sessions, participants engaged in discussions about the politics of representing the U.S. West; tourism geographies; identity politics; geographies of consumption, governance, and inequality; hazards and vulnerabilities, and GIS methodologies. An organized panel session on gender, water, and sanitation politics also featured Marcia Brewster, the former Task Manager for the UN Interagency Task Force on Gender and Water.
Saturday evening's events ended with the annual banquet, hosted by APCG Vice President Darrick Danta, California State University, Northridge. Th e audience listened to a fantastic presidential plenary from Kate Berry, University of Nevada, Reno, and also enjoyed hearing about the wonderful service accomplishments of longtime APCG members William Bowen and Nancy Wilkinson, who were presented with the APCG Distinguished Service Award. James Keese (CSU, San Luis Obispo) led the celebration of our region's outstanding students by presenting the awards for the outstanding student papers. Dan Arreola (Arizona State University) announced the winners of the Mexican American Travel Scholarship, and Vicki Drake (Santa Monica City College) presented the Women's Network student travel award. Paul Starrs (University of Nevada, Reno) also announced the winners of the Cultural Geography Fieldwork Scholarships. And, as is customary, we all appreciated the always-enjoyable "Resolutions, " where the host committee was roasted even more than the vegetarian dinner option, courtesy of Nancy Wilkinson (San Francisco State University), Paul Starrs (University of Nevada, Reno), and Larry Ford (San Diego State University).
Th e entire Department of Geography at California State University, Long Beach, appreciated the opportunity to host the 2007 APCG Annual Meeting and hopes that everyone in attendance had an opportunity to engage in both collegial and intellectual conversations. Our regional meeting creates a unique opportunity and space to support the emerging practices of junior colleagues and graduate students. It is also an important space for ongoing learning for our more senior colleagues. Most importantly, the annual meeting aff ords us all a chance to have important conversations about how we can further promote geography in the region (and beyond). We look forward to attending the next meeting in Fairbanks, and we wish our next hosts the best as they begin to put together another fantastic event! 
